
A comparison of the New Testament to other ancient writings... 

Here is how the New Testament compares to other ancient writings*: 

Author Book Date 

Written 
Earliest 

Copies 
Time Gap # of 

Copies 

Homer Iliad 800 B.C. c. 400 B.C. c. 400 yrs. 643 

Herodotus History 480-425 B.C. c. A.D. 900 c. 1,350 yrs. 8 

Thucydides History 460-400 B.C. c. A.D. 900 c. 1,300 yrs. 8 

Plato    400 B.C. c. A.D. 900 c. 1,300 yrs. 7 

Demosthenes    300 B.C. c. A.D. 1100 c. 1,400 yrs. 200 

Caesar Gallic Wars 100-44 B.C. c. A.D. 900 c. 1,000 yrs. 10 

Tacitus Annals A.D. 100 c. A.D. 1100 c. 1,000 yrs. 20 

Pliny 

Secundus 
Natural 

History 
A.D. 61-113 c. A.D. 850 c. 750 yrs. 7 

New Testament A.D. 50-100 c. A.D. 114 

(portions) 

c. A.D. 200 

(books) 

c. A.D. 325 

(complete N.T.) 

c. +50 yrs. 

 

c. 100 yrs. 

 

c. 225 yrs. 

5366 

*McDowell, Josh. The New Evidence that Demands a Verdict (Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1999), p. 55. 

 


